Age-dependent changes of airway obstruction parameters.
The study was aimed at the assessment of the physiological range of phi and Tme/Te indices in children of up to 24 months of age, as based on noncalibrated respiratory inductive plethysmography performed in the supine position. We also examined the dependence of these indices on children's age and sex. The study was carried out in 127 healthy children. The results of the study indicate a significant decrease of phi in children aged 7-24 months in comparison with children of up to 6 months of age (P<0.001). Similarly, values of Tme/Te were found significantly higher in the group of older children (P<0.05). We did not find any appreciable sex differences in both measured parameters. The results of this study suggest that the Tme/Te index might be more stable, less age-dependent parameter of the Respitrace measurement than the phase angle j, but further research and analysis to achieve a correct verdict are warranted.